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Malking Sense of Meter Readings

By Blako Guzina

en | was Euroradic technical
coordinator at the BEurgpean
Broadcasting Union (EBLD, 1

used o attend a lot of ERU technical
expert prowp mestings.

I remember that every
time a meeting started to
become boring, Ferenc
Giéndir from Sveriges +20 +20
Radio would ask whether |
anyone knew what zéro
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reference level was, I +16 +ig 8
Actually, besides |

effectively “waking up™ | +Hi

the meeting, Giindiir was 2 2 7

referring to the fact that

PPM and YU meters in i

different countries work
with different seltings —
not only for O dB el for 1
test level, bot for the
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complete working ringe, 3 A
VU standardization A
Bearing in mind the o 0 4
imporance of signal level
melering in radio stations 2
and recording studios in + o g
order to prevent distor-
tion, clipping and over- 4 o o et 3
AT 3 i it di yaif
driving o transmitter, it i3 u = o AP W =)'

imporiant o examine the

main characteristics of I
and differences among Figure 1 [abowve); Upper scale
level meters. readings of audio level meters in use

There are three main i Europe and Morth America In
Iypes of audio level meter comparison o the steady-state
in nze today: VU, PPM signal tevel in dBu
and loudness. These dif-
fer in their general appli-
ciution and ballistic speci-

fcations.
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